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Support Funding for Minnesota Public Libraries SF 1131/ HF 1710

When the pandemic hit, libraries sprang into action, reinventing library 
services, loaning out internet hotspots and technology, providing 
contactless service, reference and technology support, in addition 
to maintaining traditional library services whenever possible. Public 
Libraries play a key role in economic recovery by partnering with state 
and local organizations to support E-12 education and resources for 
Minnesota’s workforce.

A $2M increase in Basic Library System Support funding and
corresponding formula change for Minnesota’s Regional Public Library
Systems means:

• Increased access to vital technology and broadband
• Sufficient library resources, materials, and hours of operation
• Expanded partnerships with schools, businesses, and government agencies
• Increased services to enhance library, literacy, and workforce assistance.

A proposed increase and formula change is endorsed by the 12 
Minnesota Regional Public Library System Governing Boards,the 
Minnesota Library Association (MLA) and Information and Technology 
Educators of Minnesota (ITEM) in effort to maintain a strong public 
library network for all Minnesotans.

Legacy Funding for Public Libraries Results in a Better Minnesota SF1832 /HF1945

Minnesota’s 12 Regional Public Library Systems have been the fortunate
recipients of the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund since 2009. Statewide
more than 28,302 programs, classes and projects in partnership with
arts and cultural organizations, independent artists, historical societies
and community organizations have been offered with a total of
2,320,615 participants!

During 2020, libraries successfully adapted Legacy funded 
programming, classes and events and:

• Improved the quality of life for individuals and fostered community 
engagement.

• Provided programming that was responsive to local community needs
• Created opportunity for innovation through the arts, exanded cultural 

awareness and showcasing Minnesota’s rich cultural stories.

The Minnesota Library Association (MLA) and Information and
Technology Educators of Minnesota (ITEM) support an
appropriation of $2.5M annually from the Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund for Regional Public Library Systems and $125,000 for
the Minnesota Center for the Book. Total Appropriation: $2,625,000


